
At Home [San Rafael, California] New Years\1895 Charles H. Fish

(Father of Mary Alice Fish)
My dear wife,

I have had one of those delightful days that come to me when I can forget
all about business and saw wood, burn brush, clean up about the ranch, read the
paper and go down town or sit by the fire. You cannot guess who dined with us
today. Nam...(?) called to wish us Happy New Year and I made him promise to
come back at 1 :30. We had a treat in hearing about the Master's work in China.
AHie [their daughter, Alice] was in her element while he talked of Medical
Missionaries in China and missions in general. The girls have gone to a surprise
party at the Seminary. They take refreshments with them and a party of 18 or
more will drive out in carriages. Allie takes Babe [horse] & the carryall with our
girls to Miss Marks.

Sister Lucia disappointed us today and we have no word from her why she
failed to come. We have been very happy this New Year day but we have missed
the dear little Mother all the same. I am inclined to stay here Friday night and
attend one of the course of lectures which has been provided by the San Rafael
lecture committee of citizens. One hundred men pay each $5. for which they get
five tickets for each of his lectures which are to be given mostly within three
months. Next Friday we have "Corea" (?) illustrated by stereoptican pictures to be
delivered by A.V. Wadhams, Lieutenant Commander U.S. Navy. If I stay I will

come up (if I come) at 1 1 o'clock Saturday. I delivered your message to Allie

concerning her visit to Litton but she has not disclosed her plan. I suppose Miss
Callender's arrival will change our movements and you girls can run the ark
without any help from me. I cannot give you any San Rafael news because I have
not been anywhere from home except to the Post Office.

The cousins are having a delightful time apparently from the bubbling . Mrs.
Bunn has gone to Texas expecting to pick up Nellie [their adopted daughter] at
Saticoy (?) on her way. That annunciator of ours in the bathroom broke down and
the plumber informed me it was worn out so we have taken it out and replaced it

with another pattern which does not shake the house. Well, i don't want to wear
you out in one session so I will close by wishing you a Happy New Year.

I talked with Isaac Burke about your land near the depot without telling him
anything about your proposition. He says it is not worth the price asked and said
he could get it much less. I understood him to say that, and if I were you I would
tell him what you want. He certainly could not harm you and might be of service.
Tell me how big a check to send you. I do not know how much Miss Cooper will

call for besides $62 for yourself and Billy. Good night my darling.

Your loving husband,

Chas. H. Fish

(original in the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of letters & papers of S.A. Moffett
and the Fish family)
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1 }^6 From Korea.

Mi<—Moffett writes from Pyeng Yang, Korea, to-tHfe
Board of Foreign Missions:

‘

“ I greatly feared that the war would keep me froixji^

my field of labor, but am now rejoicing that the

opened the way for my return here, having been'
1

a

but six weeks. I left here the middle ofAugUSt^
the Chinese army was in possession of the city,'

Japanese army being on the way from Seoul-

to attack. The battle was fought the i5th.ofSept^
resulting in the complete rout of the Chine^7^t
capture of the city by the Japanese. - The poof ->1g§jSj

such as had not already left, were frightetie&r

death, and fled hither and thither, quite a numt
killed as they fled with the Chinese. TheSf
ernor, who gave us such trouble, and „

Christians, fled in a chair, but soon pitched

ditch, and taking to his heels fled

—

no one kh<*W$ 'i

Most of the Christians remained in the dty1

/^
together at the chapels. They all escaped ihl

Lord being their protector. As the Japanese em~^*
city, the rumor was started that the Koreans
being put to death; so our evangelist, Han, gathering

family of little ones, started to escape, but soori fit

that the rumor was false, returned in safety to the lie

For a day or two every thing seemed sectireL.™,

Japanese Christian had taken up his quarters • >witi^V
evangelist of our Methodist Episcopal brethren, and/t

property was protected from all injury.
~

entered our place, and finding it was a Christian cfrap$

departed, but unfortunately for us, our ,chkpeJ|S^
situated in the midst of large mercantile honse&$
much was stored, and where the Japand&e were qttln

in great numbers. When the sacking of the^dt^OOTtf^
this section suffered most, and although at first^lCf^S

disturbed, the sight of foreign provisions

too much for tlje hungry' men, and so,

despite the protests of our men, the place was' $f

every thing. It was a trying time for the m
they saw their household goods, which they had
there for safety, taken away before their eye$;

: ?

had stuck to the place all through the tifne of the CfEne^
occupation, and while the bullets were whittling;

shells exploding during the battle; but patience ap<J

^gave away when the soldiers invaded the women’s qual'-s

ters, and snatched thingsjout of the very hands of'tf®
women. Han then concluded fhat his family would
'be safe from further insult, and he removed them to ifie’

country, where he had previously sent provisions enougfi-

for the winter. T
'

'S.V,-

Fifteen days after the battle, Mr. Lee , Dr. Hall aitd

I, having secured passports from the Japanese officiate

were on our way to Pyeng Yang, to look after otit 'trfeh

and our property. The first four days on the ro&d we
snw but few signs of war; the people were about their

I

usual oco '"'ions, harvesting, plowing, &c., but when

rVrfA.i /-ut' rfey'S Of flu* (.styi
frfawf/oy*,s' Stiffenby

THE PRES

the terrified people, who had fled to the hills. In the

cities were groups of men who, standing on the streets,

were discussing the question as to whether it were safe to

return. The country was swarming with Japanese, and

when we entered Hoang Ju, ioo li f:om Pyeng Yang,

we found it a Japanese camp, scarcely a Korean to be

seen. However,’

w

re ran across one old man who was so

delighted to see a foreigner whom he knew to be in sym-

pathy with Koreans that he gladly hunted up some rice

for us and food for our horses, and gave us a room to

sleep in. The next day, as we passed smouldering ruins

in several villages, and began to see dead horses and cat-

tle strewn around, with the general disorder attendant

upon abandoned camps, we realized that we were within

the lines—on the outskirts of a battle field. Pyeng

Yang was entered Saturday at. :r oon, and like Hoang

Yu, was seen to be a Japanese ca.up, the only Koreans

seen being those who were carrying provisions for the

army. Entering our house, we found it had shared the

common fate. Some Japanese were sorting over a lot of

tracts and debris, wffiile others were carrying off the last

of the wood laid in for winter. Heathen Japan had made

sorry work of my possessions, so Mr^Lee and I went up

with Dr. Hall to his place, where we were glad to meet

the Christian Japanese quartered there, and to realize that

there is also a Christian Japan.

“ A very short stay sufficed to spread the news of our

arrival, and it was most gratifying to see what confidence

it inspired. From all the surrounding villages people

began to come back, coming straight to our chapels,

with their little loads on their backs, eagerly inquiring as

to the situation. Day after day they came in, rejoiced

to see us, and saying that as soon as they heard we had

arrived they felt it would be safe to return. Poor, help-

less, simple yet wicked people; our hearts go out in sym-

pathy to them as they come back and see the punishment

meted out to their city. Their houses are stripped of

every thing, and the doors and windows are gone, used

for firewood. Japanese merchants are in possession of

their business places, while block after block of houses is

a smoking ruin, and dead cattle lie in the streets. All is

confusion, while the Korean officials and people find

themselves helpless in the hands of a foreign power.

“ I find our little flock scattered through many villages

where I trust they are carrying the news of the Gospel.

Most of them have been back, but very few will brrng

their families. The number of Koreans in the city has

been d^iily increasing as the Japanese army moved North,

but they are mainly coolies and restaurant keepers. The

city will not likely be really re-inhabited for many months

- or a year. This is well, for the atmosphere is foul from

the decomposition of the dead bodies of horses and cattle

and men slain in battle, many of them lying unburied.

-Si$(
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One Sixth ofc

Primary and High

School for Missionary

Children of all Korea

100 Students
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Boys’ Academy

670 Students

Industrial ShopB

Union Christian

Men's College

160 Students

16 City Churches

16,000 Christians

813 Country Churches

in Province

32,789 Christians

*Z
K

,t,c^re MiUe of Missionary Activity (120 Acres)
WOMEN'S HICHCB RIBLC SCHOOL 50 STUDCNTS.

WOMEN'S STATION OIBLC INSTITUTE ISO STUDENTS.

WOMEN'S INDUSTRIAL SCHOOL 100 STUDCNTS.
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Men's Bible Institute

180 Studonta

Girls' Academy

280 Students

U

40
41

Pyengyang Presbyterian Compound

Entrance to compound
Union Christian Hospital Buildings
West Gate Church
Seminary Administration Building
and Dormitories

Dr. .Engel's Home
Dr Clark’s Home
Dr. Robb's Home
Dr. Reynold's Home
Dr. Parker's Home
Domestic Science Building of Girls’ Academy
Administration Building of Girls’ Academy
MisB Snook’ff Home and
Girls’ Academy Dormitory

Y. M. C. A. Residence
Men's Bible Institute Buildings
Mr. Hamilton's Home
Mr. Lutz's Home
Dr. Swallen'B Homo
Dr. Blair’s Home
Dr. Robert’s Home
Mr. Hill’s Home
Dr. Bernhelsel’s Home

41.

Women's Bible Institute & Bible School
Mr. Philip's Home
Mr Mowry’s Home ^
Lady-Workers' Home
Dr. Bigger's Home
Dr. McCune's Home
Miss Doriss’ Home & Lula Wells Institute
Dr Moffett's Home
Foreign School Teachers’ Home
Foreign School Dormitories & Infirmary
Mr. Reiner's Home
Foreign School & Athletic Field
Dr. Baird’s Home
Mr McMurtrie's Home
Anna Davis Industrial Shops
Boys’ Academy Building & Dormitory
Union Christian College Library
Union Christian College Science Hall
Union Christian College
Main Building & Dormitory

U. C. C. Auditorium-Gymnasium

.'w Presbyterian
v

Theological

Seminary of all Korea

120 Students

Local Church
Congregation 1,600
Prayer Meeting 1.000
Sunday School 2,000

Union Hospital

13,000 Patients

47,680 Treatments

Four Missionary Doctors

Five Korean

697 Sunday Schools

in the Province

46.637 Pupils

69 Primary Schools

8,762 Pupils



Seoul, Korea Jan'y 4, 1895 Samuel A. Moffett

Dear Dr. Ellinwood:

Five years ago when Mr. Gale was appointed a member of the Mission we
appointed a committee consisting of Mr. Gifford, Mr. Baird & myself, to supervise
his theological studies with a view to his ordination. We then advised him to
follow in the main the course of study adopted in McCormick Seminary. This he
has done and I have no doubt that he would readily pass the examinations by any
Presbytery and would be considered ready for ordination. Desiring to see him
ordained, we were conferring on the subject and the thought occurred to us that it

would be valid according to Presbyterian law if we should proceed as follows -

Have Mr. Gale place himself under the care of the New Albany (Indiana)

Presbytery and then request that Presbytery to appoint Mr. Baird & Mr. Moffett
(members of that Presbytery) a Commission to examine Mr. Gale and if the way
were clear to ordain him as an Evangelist - he becoming thereby a member of New
Albany Presbytery.

Of course if this were done the examination and ordination would be carried

on with the assistance of all the ministers on the field, it being done officially by
Mr. Baird & myself representing the Presbytery. This plan commended itself to us
because we prefer that he should not be ordained by the Japanese Church,
becoming a Presbyter in it, and because of the expense and necessary absence
from the field should he be ordained by a Presbytery in China.

Should this plan commend itself to you and meet with the approval of the
Board, will you kindly forward the accompanying papers so that we can arrange all

necessary matters with the New Albany Presbytery. In case the Presbytery
approves, we shall hope to have it take action at the Spring meeting & forward to

us papers conferring the authority to ordain in time for our Annual Meeting next
October.

Very sincerely yours,

Samuel A. Moffett

Jan'y 1 4 -

Consulting Moore's "Digest", I find the above plan is not approved by the

Church, - but I send the letter asking what plan you would approve for securing

Mr. Gale's ordination.



Seoul Korea Jan 11, 95 (Rec'd Feb. 19th) Graham Lee

Dear Dr. Ellinwood:

I enclose you copies of two resolutions which a committee of the Mission
drew up. The resolutions will explain themselves. We are now living in one of the
Korean houses on the property purchased for the Girls' School. You know of
course that the other Korean house is occupied by the school. The house in

which we live is small, but we are very comfortable and enjoy being here very
much. It is some two miles and one-half over to the foreign settlement at Cheong
Dong for all of which we are very thankful indeed as it gives us time to pay more
attention to Koreans than to foreigners. The house in which we live has no room
that I can use for a study so I invested in a small Korean house of two rooms, and
this I use for both study and sarang. There I spend my study hours during the day
and in the evening I spend from one to two hours reading the scriptures and
talking with any who happen in. My teacher lives in the house with his family and
Mrs. Lee's teacher boards with him. Both these men are members of the church
and both help me in teaching people that come in.

While Mr. Moffett has been in Seoul he has been coming over every Sunday
morning and conducting service. When he leaves for Pyeng Yang, the Koreans
and I will have to carry it on, as best we can. My attempts at trying to speak this

horrible language are sorry ones, to say the least, but little by little, as the Koreans
say, I hope I may get my tongue untied. I have too, a boys school started which I

hope may grow into something. I was casting about in my mind for some way to

get a hold on some of these hundreds of neighborhood boys and hadn't come to

any conclusion when a way was provided for me.

An old man had come around to see me several times and had asked for

help. I looked up his case and found him really needy: so needy, in fact, that he
was depending for something to eat on the kindness of his neighbors. I wanted to

help the old man but I wanted, for his own good, for him to do something in return

for the aid I intended to give him. I couldn't think of anything to put him at: he
was too old to do manual labor. At last I learned through my teacher that he had
been a school teacher and had supported himself in that way until the war came
on and broke up his school. Since then he has been unable to do anything. As
soon as I learned this I saw my opportunity, both how to help the old man to get a

hold on some of these boys, so I made a proposition to the old gentleman and told

him that if he would start a school at his house I would furnish him his living. The
old man was delighted and accepted the proposition at once. He went out in the

neighborhood drumming up scholars and soon had eight, which is all his house will

hold. This house by the way has only one room and this room is only seven feet

square, so you see that eight boys and the teacher almost fill it. Just now, I am
letting the old man conduct the school as he wishes and it is simply a Korean
heathen school but in a little while after I gain the confidence of the boys and their



parents, will begin to introduce the Christian text books we use in the school at

Cheong Dong, and I hope that this small beginning may grow into a good boys'

school over here in this part of the city.

The prospects for work over in this neighborhood are exceedingly good.
The people are very friendly and seem to be glad that we came to live among
them. Of course my stay here is only temporary, but while I remain I hope to do
something toward opening up the work. No one knows when we will be able to

move to Pyeng Yang. Mrs. Lee and I are very anxious to go and will do so as

soon as the way opens. We hear talk of Pyeng Yang being made an open port

soon. Of course, this depends upon the outcome of the war. Should the place be

opened this spring we would not be able to move up there as it would take some
time to get a house in shape so it would be habitable, and then too, I think that

next spring and summer Pyeng Yang is going to be a very unhealthy place on

account of those hundreds of unburied dead lying scattered everywhere. It will be

a year or more before the atmosphere of Pyeng Yang is free from pollution.

I suppose you received the account I sent you of our last trip up there.

Since the war the mails have been somewhat uncertain and letters have not

always reached their destination.

Mr. Moffett intends leaving for Pyeng Yang in a day or two. I'm sorry that

I'll not be able to go with him this time but I feel that I ought not to leave my
family alone over here so far away from the other foreigners. I don't like to have

Moffett go without me, for I feel that my place is with him, but this time I don't

see how I can leave.

Mrs. Lee and Mrs. Webb are both very well and happy. We are all a deal

more happy over here by ourselves where we feel that we can do some work than

we were in Cheong Dong where we felt as if we were doing nothing.

Mrs. Lee & Mrs. Webb both wish to be kindly remembered to you.

In another page I have written something in regard to the Girls' School.

Very sincerely yours,

Graham Lee

Later - Mrs. Lee and I have talked the matter over and she thinks she can get

along all right without me, so I'm off with Moffett next Wednesday for Pyeng

Yang, to be gone until I return. GL



Seoul, Korea January 12, 1895 Samuel A. Moffett

Dear Dr. Ellinwood:

Before this you will have the reports from our Annual Meeting which passed
off most profitably. Certainly we have every reason to rejoice over the work of
the last 14 months. The plans adopted at the Annual Meeting always furnish me
the occasion for a letter to you. I leave for Pyeng Yang in a few days hoping to
stay until the Spring thaws render the place uninhabitable. The many bodies only
partially decayed will in the spring make the atmosphere so foul that it will be
unsafe to stay and Dr. Hall's death has impressed upon us the necessity for care.
According to the state of my own health this spring and the condition of the
country greatly disturbed by presence of Japanese trooops & Tong Haks in

insurrection I will make my plans. I am hoping to spend the spring in some
country village far from the poison of Pyeng Yang and yet in my own province -

but circumstances may prevent, in which case I have thought of spending a little

time with Mr. Baird in Fusan where I can not only be strengthened myself - but
find abundant opportunities for preaching & teaching in connection with the work
of the station there and the work of the Australiam missionaries.

January 14th - Two men from near Eui Ju have just come in bringing us the
news that all the Christians in the north are alive and well tho they have had a
hard time of it and are now in great straits. When the Chinese fled from Pyeng
Yang, they made a mad rush through Eui Ju killing and robbing Koreans as they
fled. Until then our men had remained in Eui Ju but at this time in the greatest
confusion and danger they all fled to the country taking what they could gather
together hastily. They are now in the mountains living in huts of mud and
branches where they will suffer considerably this cold weather. Our Evangelist
Kim went back to Eui Ju some time after the Japanese had taken possession. He
found them in our house, and when he attempted to enter he was driven off. I am
hoping to get through Mr. Sill from Japanese authorities a permit for him that he
may regain possession of our place. From Pyeng yang to Eui Ju along the main
road there has been great destruction with the scattering of the whole population.
When things will assume their normal condition no one can say. From these men I

hear of many who in their times of sore trial and distress are turning to the gospel
with attentive ears and teachable hearts. I fully believe that the Lord will get great
glory to Himself out of all these troubles. So far as possible, I want to be on the
ground that He may make use of me as one of His instruments. Mr. Lee has
decided to go with me. Whether I shall be able to go beyond Pyeng Yang in order
to visit Eui Ju - remains to be seen. In your next letter to Mr. or Mrs. Lee I hope
you will let Mrs. Lee know that her unselfishness in falling in with plans for work
so that Mr. Lee can then spend time in the country, is appreciated. I believe the
Lord has rich blessings in store for our station when once the way is opened for us
to pursue more regularly our work there.



I wrote you from Pyeng Yang Nov. 1st about the situation there. I trust that
letter has reached you in safety. I'm sorry it was not our house in Pyeng Yang
which fell into the hands of Christian Japanese as W.W.for W. [Woman's Work for
Woman] got it, but our experience was considerably different.

On separate sheet I am writing of several matters connected with the
appropriations. As a member of the Examining Com. I want to add a word
concerning Dr. Vinton. Should the report of the Com. call out from you a letter to
Dr. Vinton on the subject of the language I trust it will be one of encouragement to

him. A little praise just now will I believe do more for him in that line than
anything else altho he needs to be urged to perseverance in thorough work. His

progress is not yet sufficient to satisfy the Com. but he has taken hold of his

study in earnest and did far better than the Com. had any expectation of his doing.

Mrs. Vinton too has begun to study and it is a pleasure to me to be able to

say that there is now a good prospect of their being able to do a work here which
will be a success in contributing to the establishment of the Church of Christ in

Korea. I have withheld judgment on this point tho it has been a question which
greatly troubled me. Of course, all this I write confidentially as also the remark
that notwithstanding what I have written above - we want a new physician for

Pyeng yang. While I am on this line I want to request from you some word of

commendation for Mr. Gifford who has been developing more and more both in his

power to use the language and in his love for his work and for the people. His

wife has been a great help to him and he has grown spiritually. He is especially

useful among the people as a pastor and as his heart has more and more become
interested in this line of work the session of the native church has this year given

him charge of pastoral work. I write this because I know what a help it is to feel

that one's efforts to become more useful in the work are recognized and
appreciated. Your letters to me have been most helpful and I thank you most
sincerely for them.

I enclose a letter written 10 days ago on the subject of Mr. Gale's

ordination, concerning which we should be glad to have a word of advice from
you.

With continued prayers for you that your health may be coniinued and that

rich blessings may rest upon you.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Samuel A. Moffett



Seoul, Korea Jan. 12, 1895 (Rec'd Feb. 18) Graham Lee

Dear Dr. Ellinwood:

I am leaving for Pyengyang tomorrow after a Xmas visit with my family.

Expect to return sometime in March, pack our things and return to Pyengyang with

Mrs. Lee permanently.

This is one plan and this we hope to do. What we will be able to do

remains to be seen. The country is somewhat unsettled owing to the hair cutting

that is going on, and whether this will affect our plans for the spring we can't say.

We would like to have an appropriation for moving that would be available

when we come to go. I believe the usual appropriation is $200.00 yen. If

possible we would like to have this appropriation so that we could draw on it in

the spring.

Yours sincerely

Graham Lee



Seoul, Korea February 2, 1 895 Lillias H. Underwood

Dear Dr. Ellinwood,

I have been intending to write you for some time but have had no opportunity to do
so. Affairs in Korea seem to be taking a turn very favorable to Christianity. The men who
have come into favor lately are those who have lately returned from Japan and America
and have brought very enlightened and progressive ideas with them. The King was also
afflicted with a very severe malady of the fever and called Dr. Avison just before
Christmas, and the Dr. was there every day after that for three or four weeks, and has also
been attending several of the highest officials with the greatest success. The Queen also
called me a few days before Christmas for some trifling complaint, which was soon cured,
then followed another and another, and when pretexts of illness failed, she called me first

to visit with her and I was told by the interpreter what I felt quite sure was the fact, that
her Majesty was rather lonely and wished to talk with me for her own entertainment. She
has shown me a great many evidences of favor which are only worth mentioning that it is

evidence how the way is opening more and more before us for perfect freedom in our work
and even encouragement from the highest officials in the kingdom. The Queen sent me as
Christmas presents, cloth silk mats, screens and various other articles, and a beautiful

sedan chair, with the kindest letter expressing her personal friendship and regard and
begging me to excuse the chair being not quite new because it had been her own and used
by herself. She also sent us for New Year, hundreds of eggs and quantities of pheasants,
fish, nuts and dates. My little boy was sent for, and presented with quantities of Korean
candies, nuts, and oranges, which were sent by the hands of a couple of men to our house
for him. The King himself seated the little fellow in a chair and then on his knees before
him, petted and caressed him. On New Year's day the Queen sent me 500 dollars "as a

mark of personal esteem and regard" and again on the Korean New Year she sent me an
antelope and some little birds, which is their custom to at that time.

I have been able to speak to her at some length about Christianity. Once
before Christmas I explained to her what the day was and how God had sent his Son for

the world, and even when she sadly wished Korea was like America, I said "There is a

better country", and told her of Heaven as well, in as high colors as I cot d paint it. My
heart ached for her when she said she wished that the King and prince a d herself could
go there. "But", said she, "sinners cannot go there?" I said sadly no sinner could go,

unless they believed in Jesus the Son of God "when their sins would all be taken away".
Some time later Mrs. Isabella Bird Bishop wanted an audience which I obtained for her and
the Queen invited me with her for a Sunday. I begged a postponement to Monday and told

the reason, it was granted and we were really overwhelmed with the graciousness of our

reception, and feasted afterward quite beyond our powers. The Queen t Id Mrs. Bishop it

was because Mrs. Underwood had asked it that she sent for her. I hove been now 14
times to the palace since Christmas. The friends here have been prn\ ng for me and I am
certain it has been in answer to their prayers that I have been able to tel! the gospel story

in a slight way even to the Queen. I forgot to say that the Queen a!- g, ve Dr. Avison
300 dollars. I evened the gifts by sending him $100 of mine.

Prince Pak, the Minister of the Interior, and now the chief of the government called

in Mr. Underwood the other day and broached the subject of a goveri ment university

which should be Christian , supported by the queen & wanted Mr. Un tv ood's opinion and



to find if he would in it. He also called in the Methodist, Dr. Scranton,
with regard to the same thing. Dr. U. returned his call and soon he sent for my husband
again with the proposition that he, Mr. U., should draw up plans for a government
Christian university, arrange a curriculum, select teachers and site for the school - make
plans for the building, take entire charge of the inception of the whole affair, start it at first

as a private institution. The King is to give 30 thousand dollars silver - at first 20 for

building and outfit and ten for salaries. The first year it is to be kept quiet as to its

government character because Pak says the Japs would take charge and fill it with Jap
teachers - and would soon control it. The King will father it as soon as it is really started.

Dr. Underwood is placed in a rather peculiar position. He would, if starting a private

enterprise of this sort, naturally consider our mission and they would support it, but in the
very nature of this case it must be kept secret. They will think his brother has perhaps
provided funds - and are accustomed to see him buy property and start book shops, etc. -

but they may call him to account for his? school - and may undertake to run it - difficulties

may be encountered but we feel sure that a matter of this magnitude and import to the

cause must not be slighted or allowed to pass out of our hands. The Methodists would
gladly take it, but honestly, (it may sound conceited) but there is no man of practical ability

on their side able to undertake and carry it throfugh] successfully. Dr. U. has consulted

with Dr. Avison - (the best mind in our mission) and he is enthusiastic in urging him to

undertake it. Dr. U. expects to teach only 3 or 4 hours a week the first year and charge

nothing for his services - to get out one good man from America to give all his time, and
several of the missionaries to give from 2 to 4 hours a week the first year.

Of course, when all is settled and arranged, we can tell the mission it is the King's

affair. We must ask your approval and consent and we cannot ask the mission in the

nature of the case. Pak may have made much the same proposition to the Methodists and
may intend to adopt the best plan. But I doubt it, as we know they hove not seen him but

once lately. Their Bishop Hinde [?] has been here and though staying with Dr. Scranton -

Dr. Underwood was asked to accompany him to the palace. He has, however, gone to

Chemulpo and the King sent for him to come back saying as he, Bishop Hinde [?], now an

old man and one of great experience, he wished to ask him many questions - and that he

wished to know how the church is progressing in Korea and how it m ild be made to

progress still more. I presume the Bishop will have an audience tomorrow. Dr. Underwood
is acquainted with most of the men now in power and called on many of them on New
Years Day and talked Christ to every one - and was listened to with quiet interest. One
man whose son he had seen in America, took him in to see his first v fe because she

wanted to see the man who had seen her son. I do not want you to think, dear Dr.

Ellinwood, that I thought [?] to boast in telling all the queen's favor to me - nor would I

wish all this publicity, but I know you will be pleased to hear it as showing the queen's

attitude toward missionaries. She invited some of the other ladies in lie other day and

told them she had sent for them because Mrs. Underwood had told her many times of all

the good they were doing, how they fed the poor and healed the sick and taught the

children - and she thanked them for their work. Now we feel this is a great

in the church's opportunity if we can throw men and money and ener iy and above all,

united prayer the cause in Korea for in five years I believe we s ould reap great

harvest, not only here but in China, for the Koreans will influence and teach Chinese better

than we. The people high and low are ready. We are meeting thrillin signs of

encouragement every day. Oh, let the Church at home pray especial for Korea - pray



unitedly for Korea.

O, we feel these are the days for the turning tide of the nation - the harvest indeed
is white for the sickle - but I have said enough - do let us hear from you soon. Dr. U. will

write soon. He is better than in the fall - and doing a good deal of work - only he seems to
have too many interests on his hands - and now the Lord seems to be giving him another -

may He give strength for his day.

Sincerely yours,

Lillie U.

Dear Dr.

I have not had time to write but Mrs. Underwood read this to me & I want simply to

add that as yet they have not consulted the Methodists & 2
nd

ly that what is stated as our
plan is not one matured plan but simply the first thought. When plans are matured then
we will write of them in full. They may want me simply to draw up plans & then to ask
someone else to take charge. Just now I shall simply draw up plan & curriculum &
estimate & await developments.

Yours,

HGU

(From microfilm reel #178)
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Seoul, Korea Aug. 7th, '95 Lee

Dear Dr. Ellinwood:

Last Sunday (Aug. 4th) Mrs. Lee presented us with a fine boy, I know you
will be glad to hear the news and will rejoice with us in our new happiness. The
boy's name is Mylo Webb.

Your two last letters have been received. Let me thank you for your kind
words. In regard to the pheasant shooting, will try and not let my sporting
proclivities run away with me. If you could see how grateful these people are for
the present of a good fat pheasant - these people who so rarely get any meat to
eat, you might think a man perhaps could do good missionary work with his gun.
I know I have made friends with the birds I have given away, and I never heard a
word of complaint about our shooting them. On the other hand I know it is very
easy for a man if he likes hunting to let his sporting proclivities run away with him
So I will remember your word of advice and be careful.

Last winter I sent you a long letter from Pyeng Yang giving a description of
a trip down into the Whang Hai province and of the interesting work starting
there. As you have made no mention of that letter I suppose it must have been
lost.

Please pardon the short epistle. Since the arrival of this little stranger we
are all pretty busy. The cholera is quite prevalent and many people are dying. So
far the missionaries have all kept very well. Mrs. Lee wishes to be kindly
remembered.

Very sincerely yours,

Graham Lee

This spring the Committee appointed to build the Girls School at Yun Mat
Kol, finding that the cost of building materials was very high and on account of
the war, and also on the same account, that many good Korean houses were
cheap, canvassed the question of buying a good Korean house and using the
materials in building. Let it be undertstood that in a Korean house when the
timbers are sound can be found seasoned lumber such as is impossible to buy in

Kortea from lumber merchants or carpenters. The question of buying a Korean
house for the materials was decided upon after due consultation with the Seoul
Station. That the buying of Korean houses for the material in them is a good
investmeng is shown by the fact that many Japanese are doing so now, as is also
the French Legation. Many houses were looked at but none were found to be
suitable. At last a large house almost adjoining our property we heard was for



sale. We looked the place over and found it contained timber, stones and tiles

more than ample for the work we had in hand and the timber was excellent, for
the house belonged to a high official and was a fine property as Korean houses go.
We thought the matter over and concluded that could the house be had at a
reasonable rate, it would pay to buy and move it and we were forced to the
conclusion that if we did not get our materials in this way we would not be able to
get them at all for a year or two, at least. We at once proceeded to see if the
house could be had, and at what price. A price was obtained and after carefully
looking over the property several times, taking note of timber and stones we felt it

would pay to buy it. While looking over the property the thought occurred to us
that since the houses were practically on the same site and so exceedingly well
adapted to our work just as they stand, why go to the added expense of moving
them a few rods. Again we looked the property over with this thought in view
and found there were enough buildings to provide for the following:

1st - An excellent building for the school, all ready just as it is, needing hardly a
dollar's worth of repairs.

2nd - A splendid house which can easily be made into a most comfortable
residence for the ladies, which is in such close proximity to the school building

that the two can be easily joined together.

3rd - A fine building that is most admirably adapted for woman's work.

4th - An extra house which can easily be made into a comfortable residence for a
minister.

5th - Plenty of admirably arranged out buildings. The whole was so well adapted
to our needs and so well arranged that it could be made into a splendid plant. We
all felt that we must buy it and that it would be missing a great bargain if we did

not. Remember that our first idea was simply to buy it for the material which was
to be moved. Of course if the Board objects to our leaving the property where it

is, we can move it a few rods on to the adjoining property but we would think it

very poor economy to do so.

For the appropriation, then, we have been able to get the following:

1st - Girls School building

2nd - Residence for the ladies

3rd - Building for woman's work
4th - Extra house for minister

5th - All necessary out buildings and all most admirably arranged.

With the appropriation we are able to put all these buildings in perfect shape
without asking a cent more from the Board, and we have a plant that could not be



put up for less than eight or ten thousand dollars silver. The property costs
$1760.00 (silver).

D.L. Gifford Graham Lee
H.G. Underwood Susan A. Doty
F .A. Miller per A.R.M. Ellen Strong
C.C. Vinton V.C. Arbuckle
S.F. Moore



Seoul, Korea Aug. 21, 1895 (Rec'd Sep't. 25, 1895) Moffett

My. Dear Dr. Ellinwood:

Various as are the experiences through which we learn the lessons of faith
and patience and endurance so necessary to us in our missionary work, one of the
most trying to me is that which just now I am called upon to go through. A
number of conditions combine to place me in great uncertainty as to our Pyeng
Yang work this fall and we are forced to hold our plans in abeyance for a while
waiting for the Lord to show us just when to move.

I spent May & June in the city and surrounding country staying as long and
as often as the sanitary conditions would permit but the return of fever and the
approach of cholera from the North warned me that further stay was running an
unnecessary risk so I returned to Seoul early in July. Our American minister Mr.
Sill who has shown himself a good friend of mine had tried to telegraph me to
return but could get no word through. I had been gone from the city but a few
days when cholera broke out and swept the city. Poor Pyeng Yang! The war had
left her desolate enough but now her condition reminds me of the prophecies of
the destructions upon Ninevah and Babylon. Reports received last week from my
teacher there tell of a deserted city, dead bodies inside and outside the walls lying

there rotting in the sun. The Lord has dealt graciously with our men and so far

but one of the Church members has been taken together with one Catechumen
whom I had expected to baptize this fall. A number of members of families have
been taken but in answer to prayer most of our men have escaped all sickness
while others who were sick have recovered. Many of them have gone to

mountain villages where most of them will probably be safe. The last reports
however say that while the scourge has ceased in the city it is now spreading into

the surrounding villages.

The decaying bodies of the Chinese slain in battle last year not only
interfered with our stay there this Spring but also filled me so full of malaria that I

am now in a condition which causes all my friends to insist upon my taking a rest

and many think I ought now to ask for a furlough in America. This I do not as yet
feel at all called upon to do as I am trusting that a few weeks of comparative rest

in the mountains near Seoul will put me in fair shape again.

What troubles me however is that just now I am not fitted to do battle

against much hardship or against the unsanitary conditions into which Pyeng Yang
has again been brought by the cholera. We are not quite settled in P.Y. as yet
altho for a year we have been just on the eve of permanent and fairly comfortable
establishment of ourselves there. (I am hoping that before I feel called upon to

make a visit home that I shall see our station fully established with Mr. Lee & his

family and Dr. Wells there to look after things.) Then I shall be glad to lose no
time in getting to my mother whose every letter now is full of longing for my



return.

I think you will appreciate the fact that the uncertainty as to whether we
can return to P.Y. when we had planned to do so (Sept. 1st) is pretty trying to me
just now.

Perhaps, however, the detention is the Lord's plan for giving me a chance to

recuperate that I may the better enter upon all the opportunities for work which
will offer themselves this winter.

Dr. Wells' arrival has rejoiced both Mr. Lee and myself and we are much
pleased with him. He is full of enthusiasm, frank, & sincere and withal evidently a

good physician. He is having some rare experiences which form a good
introductory to his work altho they are interfering just now with what is of prime

importance, viz., the acquisition of the language. However, I do not think they
will in any way lessen his determination to study hard as soon as these necessary
interruptions are over.

Mr. Lee and I have had most enjoyable times together during our trips to

and stays in Pyeng Yang and we have been able to plan our work together in a

way which promises the greatest harmony and co-operation throughout. I cannot
be too thankful that Mr. Lee is my co-laborer for I have found him a rare man in

absolute sincerity and integrity combined with good judgment and self-control.

He & Mrs. Lee are eager to get settled and to enter upon a work to which
they can give uninterrupted attention and I trust that time is not far off. We
expect any time to hear of P.Y.'s being opened as a port but whether it is or not

this winter will doubtless see us located there and in possession of our place and
work.

In Seoul the cholera has been occupying a great deal of the thought and

time of most of the station. The doctors have all been hard at work and others

have been nursing, inspecting, disinfecting, etc., as far (and farther) than their

strength would allow.

There is now a great deal of sickness or rather exhaustion in the ranks of

the missionaries. Of course as we are now quite a large community it is not to be

expected that all will be in perfect health but the setting aside of even one where
the work is so great affects us very greatly. Miss Strong does not seem to

recover her strength and we fear she may be compelled to take a rest in America.

This makes us all the more eager to have the Board grant our request for another

lady for the school - the granting of which request now will in the end be a great

saving to the Board. Miss Doty is now overworked and it does seem a shame not

to have just the help needed for the school now that such admirable buildings are

prepared for it. Mr. Lee has in his work for the school succeeded in getting by for



the best and cheapest buildings which the Mission has ever obtained and those of

us who for years have been dissatisfied with the Girls' School in its location and

opportunities for conducting a successful school are now jubilant over the

prospect which now lies before it.

Admirably located with buildings adapted to an economical management and

careful oversight, and with buildings sufficient for the carrying on of all kinds of

work for women in connection with the school - all that is needed now is the right

force of workers. The Board did not understand why those who were sent out for

the school seemed to prefer other work - but could you have fully understood all

the difficulties against which they had to struggle where they were, it would not

have been such an enigma. For one I do not anticipate any future dissatisfaction

on the part of anyone who may be assigned to work in the Girls' School - unless

that one should be Miss Arbuckle who for various reasons is not likely to be so

assigned by the Mission.

Our Annual Meeting is to be held in October. Before that I trust Mr. Lee,

Dr. Wells & I will have been to Pyeng Yang - in which case our report to the

Mission will inform you as to the outcome of the present uncertainties.

You have probably heard of the sad death of Mr. McKenzie a most noble

fellow whose promise of usefulness here was so great.

We have just heard, too, of the withdrawal from the Australian Presbyterian

Mission of Miss Perry of Fusan. A trip to Japan and contact with some people

there has led her into Plymouth Brethrenism. She is an earnest worker, successful

in winning Koreans to Christ and we are sorry to hear of her loss to the the ranks

of our Presbyterian Church.

Some day I should like to write you as to the great difference in the policy

of the Presbyterian Church and the Methodist Church in the work in Korea but at

present will close with kind regards to yourself and prayers for all the work of the

Board.

Very sincerely,

Samuel A. Moffett



Seoul, Korea Sept. 1st, '95 (Rec' Dec. 4th) Lee

Dear Dr. Ellinwood:

Dr. Allen has made us an offer on the property formerly occupied by the Girls'

School. Below is a copy of his offer:

"I make you the following offer and will be glad if you will attend to it at once
otherwise I may have to withdraw it. I understand Mr. Bell has the house

next to us till March 1st rent free. We want it for immediate use. I am
therefore authorized to offer you the brick house inside the West Gate lately

occupied by the French representative, Mr. Lefever, free of rent for the

occupancy of Mr. Bell till March 1st next, and to offer you $3000.00 yen for

the house now occupied by Mr. Bell, immediate possession to be given and no

rent to be charged, (in condition of giving you the other and better house)

until you have word from New York as to acceptance of the offer. Should

the offer not be accepted, the house will then be delivered to you.”

Signed

H.N. Allen

The Mission has already asked the Board for permission to sell this property which
permission was not granted because we had no definite offer. We now have the definite

offer and now ask again that we be given permission to sell at the price named. The price

is a good one and is certainly all the property is worth. Mr. Bell of the Southern

Presbyterian Mission has agreed to move out into the house which Dr. Allen furnishes and
Dr. Allen will take possession of the other property immediately. Should the Board not

grant permission to sell, then Dr. Allen will vacate the property as per his agreement above.

In regard to Mr. Bell, he was given permission to occupy the property free of rent

because:

1st - That saved us hiring a care-taker and
2nd - Because he belonged to the Southern Presbyterian Mission.

I do not think we need to urge the Board to accept this offer. We do not need the

property and if it is kept it will be a source of continual expense and trouble.

As yet we have had no definite offer for Mr. Gifford's old house. If we can get

$3000.00 yen or more for this property, shall we sell? At one time we heard that we might

sell the place for $3500.00 yen but no definite offer was made. The whole Mission is

anxious that the property be sold as soon as possible. The house is in bad condition and if

it is rented it will have to be repaired at some expense.

Yours sincerely,

Graham Lee, Chairman Property Committee



P.S. Since writing the above I have received the following communication from Dr. Allen:

“Dear Mr. Lee:

On explaining to my friends what you said as to the limits of ground of my
old house, they objected very much. They have not known the place since I

lived there. At that time I used the ground on the hill at the back, afterwards
sharing it with Dr. Heron, but we had no dividing wall through it, and when
bidding for the place my friends counted very largely upon that place as a site
for a house. To simplify matters I am authorized to modify the offer in this
way: $3000.00 yen for the house including the garden on the hill at the back
or $2500.00 without this. The other arrangements as to immediate and
conditional possession to stand as they were. You had better add this to your
letter to the Board that they may take their choice.

Yours truly,

H.N. Allen”

In regard to the above I would say that the ground about which Dr. Allen speaks is

back of Dr. Vinton s house and is a part of his compound and is separated from the old
Girls School property by a wall. I'm sure that none of the Mission would agree to part with
this piece of ground at present so the question comes, shall we accept the $2500.00 for
the other?

As far as I am able to find out at present the majority would be for selling at this
price. We await your action.

G.L.



Seoul, Korea Sept. 11, 1895 Lee

Dear Dr. Ellinwood:

Day after tomorrow Moffett, Wells and I start for Pyeng Yang, but intend to

make only a short trip this time as we must be back for the Annual Meeting in

October. We are much pleased with Dr. Wells and are so happy to think we have
at last that long looked for physician. I can't tell you how anxious we are to get

to Pyeng Yang and get settled into our regular work. Mrs. Lee often says, "Oh, if

we were only up in Pyeng Yang." Just at present, affairs are so unsettled that I'm

afraid we are not going to be able to get a house ready for the ladies at least until

something is definitely decided about opening Pyeng Yang as a port.

It may be that Pyeng Yang city will not be formally opened as a port but

whether opened or not, I feel sure that the Japanese intend to remain there and if

they remain, then we are going there to remain too, for our minister will see that

we are granted every privilege that the Japanese have.

The present outlook calls for a little more patience and a little more waiting

and a little more putting up with our present cramped quarters, but it is all right

and in the Lord's good time we will get where we belong, for we feel sure the

Master has work for us in Pyeng Yang.

The past summer has been rather trying on us all on account of the cholera.

We put all our trust in the Lord and tried to do our duty as we saw it and He didn't

fail us. The cholera has shown the Koreans who are their real friends and it has

shown that the Korean government has confidence in the Missionaries. When
Mrs. Lee was strong enough to travel, about the last of August, a few of us went
up to Nam Han [South Fortress] for a much needed rest and I am so glad to say

that it did us all so much good . Mrs. Lee is herself again having found her lost

appetite on the mountain top. All summer I have spent overseeing the work on

the New Girls School and Mr. Gifford's house. I didn't want to do this work, but

my duty seemed to point that way so I have done the best I could trying to get

substantial houses built. I must say that the Girl's School has a most admirable

plant beautifully located in a splendid center for work. The problem of a site and

buildings for the Girl's School is now solved and solved well for which we on the

field are most devoutly thankful, and I doubt not that you, Dr. Ellinwood, are

somewhat thankful yourself, so now send us on that other single lady that we
make the best and most use of this good plant.

Mylo Webb Lee, the new missionary who arrived in our family, is thriving

finely. He is a little tyrant but somehow or other we seem to love him a great

deal. Mrs. Lee sends her kindest regards.

Sincerely yours,

Graham Lee



Seoul, Korea

Dear Dr. Ellinwood:

October 23, 1895 walader.C. Vinton

Our Annual Meeting is in session and has about half finished i

nevertheless an hour to spare this rainy afternoon and wish to utilize

recent important political events, as I have previously done. Upon Tu
October, as the press dispatches have no doubt informed newspaper
was assassinated by the Japanese. Five days earlier I had arrived fr

south. That evening the police and soldiery (Japanese drilled) were f

learned that they had done so several times recently. A number of m
later the soldiers burned the police stations on the principal street. T
October detachments of these soldiers were stationed outside sever
Japanese company outside one, but it was supposed to have referer

night a crowd of Korean soldiers and Japanese civilians went to the p
'

city, where the Tai Won Kun was staying and forced him to accompa-
gate. I am told they had long tried to persuade him to this, but he ha:

reached the palace about daylight and were soon joined by a force of

found their superior officer, Col. Hong, who refused to obey the Tai V

palace gate, but who commanded them to disperse. Him they killed

palace, they met no resistance from the cowardly guard, and had so

apartments. Many of the Koreans were greatly excited, and, firing w
one another. Japanese only, mostly ununiformed, entered the Quee
saw her followed by two Japanese with drawn swords and one with r

a rabble from her. Four women are thought to have been killed in all

evidence. Some think the Queen escaped as she has three times b

satisfied of her death. Since then the King has been in duress; the
~

is forced to govern as the Japanese and the pro-Japanese Koreans
attendant is Gen. Dye, who has perhaps saved his life. By his maje
asked that two foreigners sleep, or rather watch, with Gen. Dye eacf

commissioner to investigate, and it is said will courtmartial all the con

troops here, but it will be hard to regain the prestige she has had in Y

and the United States to a joint protectorate of Korea, for which man
is quiet once more, but American, English, and Russian guards are

omitted details, but this will indicate to you how to discount the news:

post-office are opening our letters, but I expect to send this and all th

through the Chinese customs, though at increased expense.

Very sincerely yours,

C C. Vinton
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Seoul, Korea Nov. I, 1895 Moffett

Rev. F. F. Ellinwood

156 Fifth Avenue, New York

Dear Dr. Ellinwood:

Two months and more have passed without my being able to find the time for

a letter to you, but now that the Annual Meeting is over and we are preparing to go
back to Pyeng Yang, I feel that I must take the time for this letter. When I wrote you
in August it was with much uncertainty as to the future and especially so as to my
health. I cannot say how grateful I am that I completely recovered from all sickness
and was able to return to Pyeng Yang and carry on our work so full of promise. The
last stay in the city, tho a short one, was the most enjoyable of all and I am sure
when you read our reports you will rejoice with us over the blessings which the Lord
has given us. I need not refer more at length to the past work. I hope however that

you will have the time for a careful reading of Mr. Lee's evangelistic report and my
Pyeng Yang evangelistic report. I believe they will show you that our request for

another clerical missionary is an imperative one.

I think too you will see that notwithstanding the fact that we are not yet
permanently settled in the city, we have been looking after the work and pushing it

-

feeling that it must be attended to even tho the question of houses and
accommodations for ourselves had to be neglected. We are now, we believe, ready
to go ahead with plans for permanent residence of the whole station including Mr.

Lee's family and so we have asked appropriation for that purpose. It may be that

you will not be able to appropriate for two houses this year but I sincerely trust you
will provide the $1000.00 gold for small house and $500.00 gold for enclosing,

grading, drainage, etc. We shall then be able to put up a small house which will be
occupied by Mr. Lee & family until we can get an appropriation for their house, Dr.

Wells and I in the meantime occupying quarters in the buildings now on the place.

Later when Mr. Lee's home is provided, Dr. Wells and wife will occupy this small

house, while the new missionary to come and I will shift a while longer. Eventually

this small house will be occupied either by myself or a single lady. I have no doubt
but that this will commend itself to the Board and we are making our plans in

confident anticipation of receiving this appropriation even tho you may not this year

be able to grant us the $2500.00 gold for Mr. Lee's house.

I want also to present some reasons for the appropriation of the $500.00 gold

asked for enclosing, grading, draining, etc. We have a beautiful site, excellently

located and already supplied with several buildings well adapted to native work,

school, sarang, native helper's residence, and dispensary. Immediately adjoining this

I have with private funds purchased another site and native buildings which we
intend to use as site for hospital - the funds for which I already have in hand. This

latter will become the property of the Board when completed. All of these buildings

are on the lower part of the hill which constitutes our property. We want to be able

to enclose the whole property - that we may properly protect it and in order that we
may carry on our building operations without leaving the whole place subject to the



inroads of the public. We are planning not only for the building of one house - but at
least three houses and a hospital and must plan to locate them to the best
advantage. In order to this we must be able to decide upon the location of drains,

roads, well, etc. and must grade it with all these in view. I can also assure you of
one thing, that with Mr. Lee to oversee this work the Board's money will be used to
the very greatest advantage and that there will be no "botched up jobs" needing to
be done all over again in a short time. Some of these days when a Secretary of the
Board visits Korea and sees for himself the work which Mr. Lee did for the Board on
the present Girls' School's property, he will appreciate that work and will know that
under Mr. Lee's direction the Board's money will be economically, wisely and
practically used.

With reference to Mr. Lee and your evident misunderstanding of him, may I

ask if my repeated calls for another single man for the work in Pyeng Yang have in

any way seemed to reflect upon Mr. Lee or if I have in any way indirectly led you to

think that he was spending time in Seoul which he could and should have spent in

Pyeng Yang? If so -
I desire to say that such implications were farthest from my

thoughts. I think I have time and again written of my appreciation of Mr. Lee and of

my gratitude in having him for a colleague. There are few men as true, as

consecrated, as willing to endure hardness as a good soldier of Christ, few men so
thoroughly imbued with the missionary spirit. I regret more than I can say that there

should have arisen any misunderstanding which should lead to the writing of the

letters which implied any lack of confidence in him or of letters which implied that

there was need either for reproof or for pressure to be brought to bear upon him in

order to make him do his duty. The whole mission - so far as I know, have the

greatest confidence in him and regard him as one of the strongest men on the field.

Of all the younger men (in years of service) on the field he was considered the one
best fitted to be made Chairman of the Mission and under his direction we have just

passed through the most profitable and most spiritually helpful seasons we have ever

held.

I know that your recent letters to Mr. Lee have pained him most deeply and
yet the spirit he has manifested has been one of patient forbearance knowing that

you had no intention of wounding him but that your letters were written under a

misapprehension of the facts. May I ask that Mr. Lee's sincerity, fidelity and
earnestness be recognized now as I am sure they will be as time goes on and his

work for the Master takes deeper and deeper hold on this people.

The report of the Examination Com. gives occassion for me to write a few
words concerning Dr. Vinton and Mr. Moore.

I believe Dr. Vinton is proving himself a useful missionary in connection with

the work of Mr. Gifford and Mr. Miller and notwithstanding his failure in the language

(at present we can but speak of it as failure, altho he will in time probably obtain a

working knowledge of the language) I can conscientiously say that I think it would be

a detriment to our work should the Board not continue him. He is doing most
valuable service as Secretary of the Mission and as Custodian of the Tract Society,

Bible Com. and of others who have published books. We in the outstations



appreciate this latter very much and I desire to throw this light on his case that you
may have it before you in connection with the report of the Examination Com.

Concerning Mr. Moore and his refusal to take the examination, I want to say
as an individual member of the Com - that I think we have a right to look to the
Board to take a strong position in such cases. Mr. Moore says he wrote to the Board
that he did not intend to take the examination. In view of the fact that the Board did

not reply to this he felt that his course had the approval of the Board and so he
persisted in his refusal. While Mr. Moore has without doubt made good progress in

the language, the principle which is now before us is one which I do not think the
Board can afford to ignore. We may as well have no rules and no government by the
Mission if every man is at liberty to overthrow those which he does not like or which
interfere with his ideas as to what should be done.

Mr. Moore is a valuable man, earnest, consecrated and useful, but his

usefulness is being seriously interfered with by his determination to go ahead in his

own way regardless of mission policy, methods, or rules. I think the Mission has a

right to look to the Board to help develop within the Mission a proper regard for the

authority of the Mission as such. The refusal to submit to the rules governing
examinations is only one of several cases.

It is an unpleasant duty to have to write so much concerning persons, but it

seems that each Annual Meeting brings with it unpleasant as well as pleasant duties

none of which can be shirked. We are looking forward to great blessings in our

Pyeng Yang work this winter and next spring and I trust that my next letter may be
written while in the midst of the work and that it will deal with phases of the work of

which it will be much more pleasant for you to hear and me to write. I will close by
adding another plea for the immediate appointment of the Lady Missionary for the

Girls' School. We may not have been able to make you see the necessity for this,

but the Mission has certainly not been mistaken in laying such stress upon this

request.

With kindest regards and continued prayers for your own health and for

blessings upon all your work.

Sincerely yours,

Samuel A. Moffett



Seoul Korea Nov. 7,1895

Dear Dr, Ellinwood:

In behalf of the Examination Committee, I write you with
resignation which she has sent to the Board. It seems that Miss
the Com. in assigning Dr. Avison to assist her in her study of the

humiliation and as a suggestion to her that the Committee thoug 1

report to the Board of her work in the language will show that th

thought. In view of what Miss A. has written to the Board and i

Committee recognizes that it unwittingly made a mistake in app(

year man, to assist a third year student (altho his phenomenal pr

to give such assistance to any third year student) we feel that it

and to the Board that we should frankly admit that we made a n

Miss Arbuckle reason to think that the Committee's report to th*

place her in a wrong position before the Board.

So far as Miss Arbuckle's progress in the language and h

there is nothing to warrant her resignation. With reference to he

for the work or any other reasons which she may have given, th

have nothing to say. The Board can of course satisfy itself on t

otherwise received. We do however feel that we are under obli

report of this Committee either to Miss Arbuckle or to the Board

desire whatever to lead to Miss Arbuckle's resignation nor to ca'

beyond that which her failure in the written examination necess

The Committee has made due explanation to Miss Arbuc
was called to the mistake, rectified the same by appointing Dr. I

Very sincerely,

Samuel A. Mof

This has been read to and received the approval of both Dr. Und
other members of the Com. in Seoul.

Samuel A. Moffett
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Pyeng Yang, Korea December 14, 1895

My Dear Gifford:

< nuel A. Moffett

Thanks for your kindness and also for your note concerr

particular. 1 do not exactly understand Moore. He seems to h

kind. 1 tell you a man's first two years are trying ones and call

him. After that 1 think he begins to long for a right spirit - espe

direct work for Korean souls.

ngs in general and
0 : 'renks in him of opposite
1 tl - meanness there is in

so the more he gets into

Don't be at all discouraged over the "Training Class", h

4 stations instead of 1, the parent station necessarily suffers ir

With a little more country work on the part of all in Seoul -
1 do

wanting to come than you can accommodate. Steady earnest

always results in good and in an enlargement of opportunities.

ea ustment of things with

/ r poets for a short while,

t you will soon have more
on what the Lord sends us

1 shall not attempt to have a class here this winter. Th-

first to do some preliminary seed-sowing and instructing of so

hopeful cases. Had 10 at prayer meeting last night and a few
Sunday. 1 begin to feel as tho this were headquarters. Han [Si

a little tramp to neighboring villages. Had a nice snow last nigh

be good. Have enjoyed seeing Dr. Hall here & got my hair cut 1

certainly - and of course 1 was not surprised in talking with him

Irishman from Presbyterian stock.

is t ripe for it - as 1 want
l 1 in the city who are

at rch service last

la 1
1
go off tomorrow for

earlier cold and roads will

i. I is a fine man -

d : hat he is a Scotch

Am kept pretty busy every day - talking with people and

have little time to myself. As 1 write this three men sit in front

so it is every day. Just how much of this kind of life 1 can stan

grace for whatever he leads us into.

pt i early mornings can

ling my movements - and

n' now but the Lord gives

Vinton gave me a sort of a resume of the Board's letter,

they come out. What is the Mission to suggest as to Vinton's \

Oct. meeting?

n r ideas of things as

be its action of the

Have written another order, No. 3 - for 1000.00 Seoul c

time. Think you have more than enough on hand to meet it.

a/I will reach you in

My kindest regards to Mrs. Gifford and wishes that you i

Christmas.

Sincerely yours,

Samuel A. Moffo

II have a most Merry

(Typed copy in the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of Samuel t i M -tt papers)



Seoul Korea Dec. 1895 Moffett

Dear Dr, Ellinwood:

In behalf of the Examination Committee, I write you with reference to Miss
Arbuckle's resignation which she has sent to the Board. It seems that Miss A.

thought that the action of the Com. in assigning Dr. Avison to assist her in her study
of the language was intended as a humiliation and as a suggestion to her that the

Committee thought she ought to resign. The report to the Board of her work in the

language will show that the Committee harbored no such thought. In view of what
Miss A. has written to the Board and in view of the fact that the Committee
recognizes that it unwittingly made a mistake in appointing Dr. Avison, a second year

man, to assist a third year student (altho his phenomenal progress in the language
fits him to give such assistance to any third year student) we feel that it is due to

Miss A. - to ourselves, and to the Board that we should frankly admit that we made a

mistake and unintentionally gave Miss Arbuckle reason to think that the Committee's
report to the Board would be such as to place her in a wrong position before the

Board.

So far as Miss Arbuckle's progress in the language and her ability to use it is

concerned, there is nothing to warrant her resignation. With reference to her health,

her feeling of unfitness for the work or any other reasons which she may have given,

the Committee, as a committee, have nothing to say. The Board can of course

satisfy itself on those questions from information otherwise received. We do
however feel that we are under obligation to say that so far as the report of this

Committee either to Miss Arbuckle or to the Board is concerned there was no desire

whatever to lead to Miss Arbuckle's resignation nor to cause her to feel any

humiliation beyond that which her failure in the written examination necessarily

carried with it.

The Committee has made due explanation to Miss Arbuckle and as soon as its

attention was called to the mistake, rectified the same by appointing Dr. Underwood
to assist her.

Very sincerely,

Samuel A. Moffett, Chairman

This has been read to and received the approval of both Dr. Underwood and Mrs.

Gifford, the other members of the Com. in Seoul.

S.A.M.
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A VISIT TO THE BATTLEFIELD OF PYENGYANG

On the first of last October, in company with the late Dr. Hall and Rev. S.A. Moffett, I

left Seoul for Pyong Yang. We wished to find out what had become of our Christians and how
they had passed the time during the late stirring events. The city was in the hands of the
Japanese, and the Chinese soldiers were flying toward China as fast as their legs could carry
them. Armed with passports from the Japanese minister we set out upon our journey. This
time I tried the experiment of touring in Korea on a bicycle, and found it a great success.
Traveling in the land of the morning calm, at the best, is hard and disagreeable, and if there is

anything by which one can make the journey less tedious it behooves him to make use of it.

It is my experience that spinning along on a good "wheel" is a deal more interesting,

and much less tiresome than sitting all day, Korean fashion, perched on top of a pony load,

with your feet dangling over on each side of your horse's neck. We reached Pyong Yang
Saturday afternoon, and crossed the river on a pontoon bridge of Korean boats, built by the
Chinese, who in their hurry to depart forgot to destroy it. The first few days we spent in

viewing the battlefield, and truly it was a sight to one unused to scenes of war. That we may
have some idea of this battle field, which in future will be looked back upon as a crisis in the

history of these nations of the far East, let us present in general the plan of attack. Pyong
Yang is a walled city, and it is most admirably situated for purposes of defense. In front runs
the Ta Tong river, too wide and too deep to be crossed in the face of a determined foe. To the

north, inside the city wall, is a hill, some hundreds of feet high, which commands the

surrounding country for miles. No enemy could take Pyong Yang until its defenders had been
driven out of this key position.

The Chinese army had been in Pyong Yang some forty days, and had had ample time to

intrench themselves most strongly in and about the city; but intrenchments, be they never so
strong, are of little use unless manned by brave men. I do not say that the Chinese soldiers,

who tried to hold Pyong Yang, are cowards, but I must say from what I saw that in most of

the positions given up by the Chinese there was little evidence of hard fighting. The Chinese
seemed to expect the main attack from across the river in their front, and here they were well

prepared, but the Japanese did not see fit to give battle according as the Chinese had planned
for it. For two days the Japanese kept up a cannon demonstration from across the river in

front, and while the attention of the Chinese was turned that way two divisions of the

Japanese army marched around to the rear of the city and got in readiness to attack at a given

time. On the morning of September 1 5 all was in readiness, and very early a combined attack

was begun from three sides. The Chinese were driven out of position after position, and
before night the Japanese were in possession of all the outer works. The Chinese still held the

high hill at the north, and on this hung their fate. This was the key of the whole position, and,

once taken, the battle of Pyong Yang was over. Some time during the evening of the 1 5
th
the

Japanese made a grand charge, and up the steep sides of this hill they went in the very teeth

of the Chinese rifles. It was a brave charge, and was made with such vigor that the hill was
carried with a rush.

After this there was nothing left but retreat for the Chinese, and little chance of this, for

the Japanese were on every side of the city. On the night of the 1 5
th

in the darkness and rain,

the Chinese army, demoralized by the defeat of the day, and dreading capture by their
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foes, left the city. Their leaving was not a retreat; it was a flight. Out of the south gate they
went tramping each other down in the mad rush. Once outside the wall they seem to have
scattered to the hills like sheep, every man for himself. For miles about the city the country is

strewn with pieces of Chinese clothing thrown away on this eventful night.

Such was the poor defense of Pyong Yang by the Chinese army. Were we, who saw
that battlefield, asked why the Chinese made such a poor stand against a foe that from time

immemorial they have despised as unworthy of their prowess, we would not be hard put to

find the reason.

Among other things thrown away by these fleeing Chinese were great numbers of fans

and paper umbrellas. It is almost beyond the comprehension of a Westerner that a soldier

should carry as part of his equipment a fan to cool his heated brow and a paper umbrella to

shield his devoted head. The Chinese were armed with good guns, as the Krupp cannon and
modern rifles among the trophies of war testify, but they were also loaded down with a lot of

trumpery which was worse than useless in time of battle. As a trophy of this battlefield I

picked up a large two-handed sword, which had a blade about two feet long and a handle

about four. It was clumsy and awkward, and absolutely useless as a weapon in these days of

the magazine rifle and Gatling gun. Also scattered about I saw many bamboo pikes with rough
iron tips which were in perfect keeping with the big sword. Such things showed that the

Chinese army was several hundred years behind the times. Is it any wonder that an army,

unpatriotic, poorly drilled, and badly equipped, could make no stand against an opposing force

smaller in number, but patriotic to a man, drilled almost to perfection, and armed with the best

of modern implements of warfare?

Some of the sights to be seen on this battlefield were horrible in the extreme. The dead
that fell near the city had mostly been covered, but those killed some distance away were lying

all unburied. In one place I counted over twenty bodies literally piled one on top of another

lying just as they had been shot down. In another place where a body of Manchurian cavalry

ran into an ambush of Japanese infantry the carnage was frightful. Several hundred men and
horses, lying as they had fallen, made a swath of bodies nearly a quarter of a mile long and

several yards wide. It was three weeks after the battle, and the bodies were all there

unmolested even by the dogs. One can imagine what must have been the sights and smells

about the place. These Manchus were said to have been charging a force of Japanese
infantry, but all the evidence of the field leads me to think that they were simply trying to get

away, and happened on this ambush. One fact that especially leads me to think so was the

condition of a gun found near one of these dead cavalrymen. It was a Winchester carbine of

the magazine sort, and it had eight shells in the magazine and none in the barrel, and, what is

more, the lever used for ejecting the old shell and throwing in a new one was locked. Surely a

soldier with his gun in such a condition was not making a charge. Had he been fighting instead

of running away his gun barrel would have held either a loaded or exploded shell, and the lever

would have been unlocked ready for quick service. Another fact that leads to the same
conclusion was the finding of two large lumps of crude opium, which must have weighed
seven or eight pounds. Would any cavalryman going into a charge have loaded himself down
with such a burden? The one who carried this was evidently doing his best to save himself

and his opium.

Some of these sights were not only horrible, but sad as well. In an empty Korean
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house I saw the body of one poor Chinese soldier. He had been wounded and had crawled into

this house to die. By his head was standing his water bottle, showing that the poor fellow had

probably lived some hours before death brought relief to his sufferings.

Before going to Pyong Yang we had heard about the mines which the Chinese had laid;

which mines, as the report went, had been exploded after the Japanese entered the city, doing

great damage. As with most rumors this one had a basis of truth, for we saw the mines. One

day, while following along one of the Chinese intrenchments, out southeast of the city, we
came across the remains of an electric battery. It had been smashed to pieces, and the broken

cells were scattered all about. What had it been used for was the question. Looking about we
saw the ends of five electric wires which led out across the embankment and then

underground. They had not been laid deeply and were easy to follow. With keenly aroused

interest we struck off across the field eagerly following up this electric trail. For a quarter of a

mile it led us, and then suddenly our search was rewarded and we found what we had not

expected to see, the terrible (?) mines planted by the Chinese. These five wires ran to five

shells, three of which were planted some fifty feet apart, while about one hundred and fifty

feet distant were planted two more the same distance apart. All had been exploded, and each

one made a hole about six feet deep and ten feet across. These were the terrible mines of

which we had heard. It is difficult to understand what those who planted these shells had in

mind. Had the Japanese army taken a position on top of these mines and waited for them to

be exploded a few men might have been hurt, but otherwise the chances of doing much

execution were slight. Then, too, the mines were laid in a field of standing corn, which would

have made it very difficult for the man in charge of the battery to know just when an

advancing enemy was in position to be blown up. The shells had all been exploded, but there

was no evidence of the enemy having been in their vicinity. The Japanese made their attack in

another place. The man in charge may have touched them off just before bolting, or, what is

more likely, the Japanese set them off after winning the victory.

Some of the Korean stories about the battle are interesting, not only for the vivid

imagination they show, but because they bring out most clearly the deep-seated hatred of

anything Japanese and the ingrained inherited regard for anything belonging to China. One of

these will suffice to illustrate both these traits as well as the Korean imagination. It is told by

the Koreans that General Mah, one of the Chinese generals, became disgusted at the way his

soldiers fought, and just at this juncture, being wounded in the ankle, he became very angry.

Marching to his quarters he donned his armor and, grasping a cannon in his hand, he sallied

forth single-handed against the Japanese army, and by his own unaided efforts killed two

hundred Japanese soldiers.

The poor Koreans of Pyong Yang have had a hard time. Although not responsible for

the war, yet they have had to endure its attendant evils. Many have lost their all, but this has

been nothing more than just punishment for the dreadful lives of sin they have lived. Let us

hope that Pyong Yang, made thoughtful by her fiery trial, will be more ready in the future to

hear of that way of salvation which alone can save man from his sins.

(from the Korean Repository, Jan., 1895, re-printed in The Life of William James Hall, M.D.,

edited by Rosetta Sherwood Hall, M.D., New York, Press of Eaton & Mains, pp. 295-302)






